EXPORTATION   OF   WHEAT.
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the conditions which have permitted the development of the wheat trade and in regard to the progress which it has made. It may be useful, therefore, to recapitulate the facts briefly. They are these: Until the opening of the Suez Canal no trade in wheat was possible, the cost and duration of the transit around the Cape having the double effect of making Indian wheat too dear for the European market and of spoiling it by giving weevils time to do their work of destruction. After the opening of the canal it was
TABLE VII.      EXPORTS   OF  WHEAT   FROM   INDIA.1
YEAR ENDING MARCH 31	QUANTITY (IN 1000 CWT.)	VALUE (IN 1000 Rx.)	AVERAGE RATE OF EXCHANGE
1877 ................	5,587	I,o^8	s.        d. I      8.5 1
1878..	6 373	2 874	I      8 70
1879 ................	1.0^7	=520	I      7.79
1880 ................	2,202	1,124	I      7.96
1881 ........	7   A A A	3,278	I      7 Q6
1882 ................	19,901	8,870	I      7.89
1883	I/I   TQ4	6 080	I       7.^2
1884 .........	21 001	8,896	I       7.^4
1885 ................	15,851	6,316	I       7.31
1886..   .	21 069	8.00^	I       6.2^
1887 ..............	22 264	8,626	I     5-44
1888 ................	13,538	^,^2	I     4.90
1880.. .	17 610	7.^23	i     4.38
1890 .....         ......	i -2,700	5,791	i     4.57
1801.	Id 320	6 042	i     6.09
1892 ........	30 303	14.380	i     4.73
			
discovered that there was still an impediment to the trade in the existence of an export duty of three arinas the maund, or, say, about five rupees the ton. On the representation of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce this duty was removed in January, 1873. At that time the quantity exported was only 394,000 cwt., but with the removal of the duty it increased until it exceeded six millions cwt. in 1877. The greatest part of the exports, however, was from Calcutta, for Bombay and Kurrachee were not yet linked by uninterrupted railway communication with the vast wheat fields of the northwestern provinces and the Punjab, whence are now drawn the largest part of the supplies available
1 Appendix to Minutes of Indian the Currency Committee,  p. 241.    Cf.  also  the graphic representation at the end of this book.